Hi,

 

I would like to invite you to partner with me in a project that I have been pondering for months.  This project requires your prayer and participation in order for it to be meaningful.  Here is the gist of the blue-print I have in mind:

 

Purpose:  A regular event within the community of faith to 1) raise the awareness of the global poverty 2) remind us of the call to simple living as God's steward 3) encourage us to combat consumerism and foster a spirit of hospitality and generosity
 

Format:  Each household will take turn to host a luncheon at their house after the Sunday worship on the last Sunday of the month bi-monthly.  Everyone is invited to lunch at the host family and donate the money that one would have paid for lunch on that Sunday to the mission fund designated to organizations which fight poverty.
 

Attitude and responsibility of the host family:

1)  Prepare simple dishes (I'd suggest no more than 2 dishes) in big portion (my estimate is  enough for ~30-40 people).  The focus is NOT that people will have a fancy lunch, or be fed to have a full-stomach. Quite on the contrary, we want to stress on simplicity, and moderation in consumption.  For example, if I were to host the first luncheon, I will only make a big pot of pasta and a pot of pasta sauce (with or without some meat), enough for 35 ppl to each have 1 plate.  And only water will be served.  The idea is not for people to really fill their stomach to their fullest. But of course I don't intend for people to go really hungry after the lunch that they need to go somewhere else afterwards to feast again.  

 

2)  You do NOT need to have a large space.  You may think that you have a small home that you cannot possibly host 40 ppl comfortably.  But the emphasis here is more on relationship/fellowship.  Also, think about it, in most countries, people don't even enjoy half the space we have in Canada - many people scramble in a small hut together for shelter and food.  Our concept of 'personal space' could be another manifestation of the consumeristic culture that we feel we are 'entitled' to certain amount of space. The emphasis of this luncheon is really to allow us to be reflective about consumeristic culture, and re-emphasize that God cares about us having healthy interpersonal relationships much more than us having possession.

 

3)  You do NOT need to have a clean house. I know a lot of you have kids, and I don’t want the luncheon becomes a burden for you to clean your house.  The emphasis is really to provide an opportunity for people to authentic conversation and fellowship, not for people to evaluate or admire how spacious or clean your house is.  Again, think about it, our standard of a ‘clean’ house is probably a North American concept.  Most people around the world probably don’t have the luxury to have a ‘clean’ place according to your standard, and yet they would probably still share their food and home for each other.  Just open your house as just you are.  Be authentic!  Let’s cultivate the virtue of hospitality and generosity that God would see as good!
Responsibility of the other participants:
1) Everybody is invited to come for the luncheon after Sunday worship.  Announcement will be made to remind people of the purpose, and the location of the luncheon on the day of.  Participants are expected to donate the money for the lunch that they would have paid for the lunch on that Sunday when they arrive at the host family’s home.   

2) Participants are not expected to stay for the whole lunch time.  But I would also like to limit the duration of the luncheon to be no longer than 1.5 hours.  
3) Participants are not to criticize on the taste, or the quantity of the food, or the way they are served the food.  If there are some participants who have such criticism, the host family and other Christ-followers have the responsibility to re-emphasize to such individual the purpose of the luncheon.  I would like people to be mindful of the purpose of such luncheon, and I also don’t want the host families to be discouraged from hosting because of the negative comments.

4) Only those who participates the luncheon can contribute to the donation.    I do not want to encourage others to simply donate but going somewhere else for lunch as I want to send out a message that it is NOT OKAY for Christ-followers to simply donate money without examining our attitudes towards the lifestyle that we live. 
Please pray about this project together with your household.  Please let me know any of your thoughts.  Also, if you wish to participate and partner together in this project, please let me know the month that you would like to host the luncheon.  Attached document is the tentative dates for the luncheon.  Currently I am only sending this email out to those of you with whom I am more familiar, and have email contact, and have a home that can host the luncheon.  Eventually, if I receive good response from you, affirming that this is where the Spirit is leading this project, I would like to extend this invitation to all the households in MBC.

Prayfully Yours, 
Sophia  

Roster

	Date
	Host Family
	

	Nov 30, 2008
	Jonathan & Sophia
	

	Jan 25, 2009
	Vincent & Shuk-ka
	

	Mar 29, 2009
	Wai & Una??
	

	May 31, 2009
	Tommy & Eleanor??
	

	July 26, 2009
	Lon & Yvonne
	

	Sep 27, 2009
	
	

	Nov 29, 2009
	
	


